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Looking Back at Archives Month
BRINGING THE
AHC TO YOU October was a busy time for the Arkansas History Commission as staff
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members attended events and gave talks to many organizations across
the state in celebration of our first official Archives Month.
A wide variety of topics were covered in the presentations, including
smuggling between Pennsylvania and Bermuda in the eighteenth
century; the Spanish influenza in Arkansas; immigration; Willie
Hocker, designer of the official Arkansas flag; using newspapers as a
primary source; the World War I experience in Arkansas; U.S. District
Attorney Charles Finley Cole; and Arkansas music.

Staff member Peggy Lloyd gives a presentation
at our annual fall seminar at Historic
Washington State Park.

AHC staff members also set up informational booths at events across the state, including the Annual
Wrightsville Day at Wrightsville City Hall, Arkansas Flag/Wabbaseka Memorial Showcase and Dedication
at the Wabbaseka City Park, the Arkansas Curriculum Conference at the State Convention Center, and the
Teachers Resource Fair at the Heifer Village.
The highlight of Archives Month was our annual Fall Seminar at Historic Washington State Park, titled
“Governors, Ghosts and Gavottes.” The seminar included talks on historical topics, as well as instruction
and demonstrations of nineteenth century dancing. It was a great success
and we would like to extend our thanks to the speakers, Peggy Lloyd, Leita
Spears, Billy Nations, Josh Williams, as well as other staff at HWSP who
assisted with the setup and provided catering.

Staff members Anna Pfeifler and Hannah
Charlton at the Wabbaseka flag
dedication.

Outreach and education are important functions of the AHC. If you would
like to have one of our staff members give a talk to your organization or set
up an informational booth about the AHC at an event, please contact Jane
Hooker by e‐mail jane.hooker@arkansas.gov or by phone 501‐682‐6900.

Name Our Newsletter — Win a Behind the Scenes Tour!

Have you always wanted a “behind the scenes” tour of the History Commission? Need Arkansas History books to add to your
collection or give as gifts? Then start brainstorming and enter the “Name Our Newsletter” contest. Entries should be short,
memorable, and advance the mission of the Commission, which is established by legislation and includes collecting material
bearing on Arkansas history, copying and editing official records and other historical materials, encouraging historical work and
research, and performing other work in relation to Arkansas history.
Entries can be submitted three ways. You may email your entry to brian.irby@arkansas.gov – be sure to include “Newsletter
Contest” in the subject line of your email. You can also mail your entry to the Arkansas History Commission at One Capitol Mall,
Little Rock, AR 72201; or you may drop off your submission in person at the front desk of our Little Rock research room. Entries
must be postmarked or time‐stamped by 11:59 p.m., December 14, 2013, to be considered. Multiple entries are welcomed and
encouraged, but please submit them individually. With all entries, please provide us with a way to contact you in the event you
are a contest winner.
The grand prize winner will be announced in the January 2014 edition of the newsletter and will receive a behind the scenes tour
and copies of Documenting Arkansas and Traveled Through a Fine Country: the Journal of Captain Henry Brockman. First and
second runners‐up will receive their choice of either of these two publications. Unleash the creative spirit that lies within and
send in your suggestions — you might win a prize!
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Staff member Anna Pfeifler stands behind AHC
framed copies of original state flag entries at the
October 12 Wabbaseka flag dedication ceremony in
Wabbaseka, Arkansas.

Staff member Tatyana Oyinloye and Black
History Commissioner Carla Coleman visited
Wessyngton Plantation, Tennessee, while
attending the AfroAmerican Historical and
Genealogical Society’s 34th Annual
Conference, October 913.

Attendees at our annual fall seminar at Historic Washington State Park got the chance to participate in 19th
century dancing on October 26.
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Black History Commission News
Since the Black History Commission of Arkansas was established by the legislature in
1991, it has actively pursued its mission of working with the AHC to preserve the history
of African American Arkansans. This column, a new addition to our newsletter, will feature
highlights of BHCA activities. BHCA events are included in our calendar (“Bringing the
AHC to You.”).
In late September, the BHCA adopted a new logo, which harmoniously incorporates
symbolism representing our Arkansas heritage, as well as our pan‐African roots. We are
grateful to Commissioner Myron Jackson and The Design Group for their work on the logo.
In early October, Tatyana Oyinloye, African American History Coordinator for the
Arkansas History Commission, and Carla Coleman, Chair of the Black History Commission,
attended Wrightsville Day in the Pulaski County community of Wrightsville. Wrightsville
has a population of 2,114 people and 75% are African American. Tatyana and Carla
distributed material on the AHC and the BHCA, and talked to attendees about the
importance of preserving their heritage.
Also in October, Carla and Tatyana attended the 34th Annual Afro American Historical and
Genealogical Society Conference in Nashville, Tennessee. The conference included forty
seminars on topics related to African American history and genealogy, and several historic
tours of the Nashville area.
If you are interested in learning more about the Black History Commission or Arkansas’s
African American history, contact Tatyana Oyinloye, African American History Coordinator
by email at taytana.oyinloye@arkansas.gov or by phone at 501‐682‐6892.
-2-

The Arkansas History
Commission News
is a publication of the
Arkansas History Commission
and State Archives
One Capitol Mall
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
501.682.6900
state.archives@Arkansas.gov
www.ark-ives.com
Hours: 8 am—5 pm, Mon-Sat
Closed State Holidays

From the Director
Thanks to George Mitchell, President of the Arkansas Genealogical Society, and our colleagues at the
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (MDAH), some nineteenth century Arkansas records recently
returned home. The Registers of Legal Voters (18671868) were compiled as part of the Reconstruction
efforts of the 4th Military District, which encompassed Arkansas and Mississippi, and which was
headquartered in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Archivists at the MDAH theorize that the records were left behind in
Mississippi when Union occupation forces left the state, and eventually found their way into the state’s
archives, which was established in 1902. The registers cover Arkansas counties for the period 1867‐1868;
and also include 1867 precinct maps for the counties of Ashley, Benton, Desha, Jefferson, Ouachita, Prairie,
Pulaski, Scott, and Sebastian. We hope you’ll come in and take a look at these interesting new materials!
Our inventory of collections started in mid‐October. The survey is moving apace with some interesting re‐discoveries for us, including
some large ledger books from the wildly unsuccessful Arkansas State Bank (1836‐1843), listing accounts of notable figures in nineteenth
century Arkansas. You can read more about the Arkansas State Bank on the Encyclopedia of Arkansas
website at: http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net.
One goal of our collection survey is to identify unprocessed materials in our collection and establish
priorities for processing them. Another more immediate goal is to gather enough data about our
unprocessed holdings to create collection‐level descriptions so that we may provide researchers with
access until the collections can receive more detailed processing. These descriptions will be available
through the Arkansas Records Catalog, a searchable and browsable database of primary source materials
held by libraries, archives, and museums across the state (www.ark‐cat.com). Ark‐Cat is a good starting
point for research because it allows you to search the holdings of multiple agencies by subject term, narrow
your search by repository, or browse descriptions of all collections contained in the catalog. If you have
questions about using this resource, or you are an Arkansas historical agency with collections that you’d
like to see included in the Arkansas Records Catalog, please contact either myself (lisa.speer@arkansas.gov)
or Jane Hooker (jane.hooker@arkansas.gov), Archival Manager for Outreach and Education, and let us get
you started using Ark‐Cat today!

From Jefferson, Johnson,
Sevier & Sebastian County
register of legal voters, 1867

News from NEARA

News from SARA

In July, NEARA received a large donation representing the life’s
work of Jonesboro photographer Tom McDonald and his wife Jo
Alice. This collection includes more than 139 boxes of
photographic negatives and prints, and copies of McDonald’s
books.

The oldest item in the
collections at SARA is a
simple receipt from 1816.
It guarantees payment for
$48 from Andrew Snoddy
to John Chumley at Pecan
Point on the Red River.
Snoddy was paying $3 per
week for six weeks boarding for himself, four weeks for Thomas
Patterson and six weeks for Joseph Cabel.

Although comprised primarily of professional portraits, the
collection also includes photographs documenting the couple’s
travels and photographs of prominent Arkansas politicians. From
the soybean fields of Mississippi County, to the hallowed halls of
the Vatican, the images capture the art and spirit McDonald
worked so hard to develop in his career.
In 1996 the Professional Photographers of America presented
Tom and Jo Alice the PPA’s highest honor, the George W. Harris
Award for “distinguished service of far‐reaching value.” In 2001,
they also awarded Tom the Gerhard Bakker Award in recognition
of his achievements in photography.
Together, Tom and Jo Alice
travelled, taught workshops, and
spoke to audiences throughout
Europe and North America.
Tom’s book, The Business of
Portrait Photography, is in its
second
printing
and
is
recognized as one of the
preeminent sources for budding
portrait photographers.

Pecan Point was on both sides of the river. The north bank became
Indian Territory and later Oklahoma. The south bank was in Spanish
Mexico, now northeast Texas. It was a remote place and home to a
few families of early settlers. It attracted hunters and frontier
traders, such as Snoddy and his companions, seeking business
opportunities.
John Chumley would not have an easy time collecting the debt for
Snoddy soon died. His estate went to the Court of Common Pleas in
newly formed Hempstead County of Arkansas Territory. On the back
of the receipt is a testimonial from George Wetmore and Walter Pool
signed before Claiborne Wright as to the validity of the debt. All
three men were residents of Pecan Point. Their statement is dated
November 6, 1819.
Finally, on August 28, 1820, John Chumley made his mark on the
back of the receipt. He attested before a witness that he had indeed
received his $48 from Joshua Morrison, the executor of Snoddy’s
estate an early merchant in Hempstead County.
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New at the AHC

AHC publications

September contributions:

The Arkansas History Commission has two
publications for sale.

AHC accessions

Documenting Arkansas: The Civil War 1861
1865 contains color images of documents
taken from the AHC holdings. ($29 plus $5
shipping)

Federal Building Jacksonville (0.25 cu ft.)
Jenelle Stephens Collection (0.25 cu ft.)
Shirley Ann Barham collection (1 cu ft.)
Windsong (Church of Christ) newsletters, 2004-2011
Woodruff County Historical Society:
Rivers and Roads and Points In Between, 1973 – 1990

The Journal of Captain Henry Brockman is a
transcript of the original journal. Brockman
spent most of the war fighting in Arkansas. ($15
plus $2 shipping)

NEARA accessions
The Jenkins Family Heritage Book
The Fortenberry Family in Arkansas:
A Review of the History and Legacy of Six Generations, 2nd ed.

For more information and order forms click here.

SARA accessions
History of Lonoke Baptist Church (African-American)
Photos of the Branch Hospital in the 1930s, 40s and 50s. (copies)
Two large scrapbooks of photos
Baptist Church records from Columbia County.
Photo of Confederate Reunion
Legal documents and WWII memorabilia (.25 cubic feet)
Photos of Steve Carrigan, Luke Monroe, & 1938 Hempstead County
courthouse, 1929 newspaper article on Carrigan in the Watermelon
Festival parade
James J. Jones collection
land deeds, mortgages, and letter of condolence (.25 cu ft.)

The AHC Team

Staff Picks
This month we feature
Intern Bryson Caudle’s
choice, a photograph of
farmers harvesting rice
near Stuttgart in the 1930s.
Why did you choose this?
“I feel agriculture has been,
and still is, very important
to our state. Farming has been in my family’s history for
generations and it is something that has interested me all of
my life. So, it is not just the heritage of the state that is
reflected in this photograph, it is also important personally.”

Technology has continued to be an
important part of the AHC. But, it is
often forgotten that many of our
prized collections were created at a
time before Nikola Tesla perfected
alternating current. Now, in this
age of computers, it is important to
understand how to blend the new
and the old, and Mary Dunn
performs that task at the AHC.

Are there other related materials in our collection? “There
are photographs of an old irrigation system near Stuttgart as
well. Also the Works Progress Administration took this
photograph in the 1930s and we have in our collection a
Mary is the technology expert at the AHC. She works with our web large number of WPA photographs.”
designer to update our website features and upload new material,
coordinates the ongoing In Remembrance project, updates our Facebook Is there anything in the photograph you found most
page, and is coordinating the AHC’s digitization planning group. Mary interesting? “It shows farmers working with an early
attended Hendrix University for her undergraduate degree and enrolled mechanical reaper which would cut the rice off the stalk, but
in Indiana University at Bloomington’s Masters in Library Science it would not thresh the grain so the farmers would have to
program, completing her degree in 2010. She joined the AHC in the come back and thresh the grain, possibly by hand. One
summer of 2010 as extra help, then began full time as an Archival Manager could see how long it would take to harvest, even with this
later that year.
early technology.”
Outside of work, Mary writes, knits, and is an avid participant in
geocaching, an outdoor recreational sport in which the participants use
GPS coordinates to hide and seek containers, called "caches", anywhere in
the world. Her favorite caches are those that lead her to interesting
historical sites, such as the Peppersauce ghost town at Calico Rock, in Izard
County.
Mary’s interests and experience with old material and new technology has
proved to be invaluable to the AHC where the need for providing
accessibility to our collections requires a blending of the two.
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CALL FOR ENTRIES!
NEARA AWARD
$1,000 CASH PRIZE
DEADLINE:
FEBRUARY 1, 2014
FOR DETAILS CONTACT LISA PERRY

lisa.perry@arkansas.gov

